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of the schism was that Wesley had said to him :
" Dear Tommy, I will tell the people you are the
greatest Gospel preacher in England, and you
shall tell them I am the greatest," and that on
his refusal Wesley had expelled him. Such was
the ingenuity of Thomas Maxfield.

The break, however, was serious in that it
deprived Wesley of one of the very few of his
people who could administer the Sacrament.
Whitefield, though Wesley in a sense worked with
him as being a labourer in the same field, was not
of his society ; Charles had practically retired and
lived at Bristol; the few clergymen who were
Methodists, such as " Mad " Grimshaw, Berridge of
Everton, who was hardly less mad, and Fletcher
of Madeley, were tied to their country cures.
What was to be done ? No English bishop would
ordain Methodists. Luckily, just at the right
moment, towards the end of the year there ap-
peared in London the incongruous figure of
Erasmus, a Greek bishop. Any bishop would do
for Wesley, as long as he was a real bishop. But
was he ? Wesley made careful enquiries. Yes,
Erasmus was a bona fide bishop - of Arcadia ; of
Arcadia in Crete, however. Wesley approached
him : would he " set apart" Mr. Jones ? He
would, and did. But the matter did not rest
there, in spite of Charles's vehement protests.
For when other lay preachers saw Jones exalted,
they wanted to know why they also should not
wear white bands, why they also, who performed